
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          September 23, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 172 (My Shepherd Will Supply My Need) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, when I look back on and think about my life I 
realize that there have been times when my life came together, 
and other times when my life came apart.  I believe a time when 
my life will come apart is approaching.  I am questioning beliefs, 
doubting conventions, examining thoughts and feelings I usually 
reject, and entertaining seriously experiences I consistently 
suppress.  Except, “I am not doing this; it is being done to me.  I 
need to believe that this deconstruction that is beginning is part 
of your efforts to make me more integrated and congruent.  But 
more than that, I need to think of you as that which does not 
judge me for this deconstruction, and as that in which I rest while 
my life deconstructs and reconstructs.  However, I am anxious, 
which makes me impatient, so there is urgency in me for this 
deconstruction and reconstruction to be complete, all of which 
make resting in you difficult. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 9:30-37 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 340 (Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 540 (The Lone, Wild Bird) 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for September 30, 2018 
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22; Psalm 124; 

James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet tomorrow, Monday, 
September 24th, at 1:30 pm, at Olwen Peterson’s.  The lesson is 
#1. Olwen is the hostess. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 There is an image that is common in literature about the religious 
life. The image is that we are a small boat that floats on a large 
ocean. The boat believes that it is free to sail anywhere on the ocean 
it wishes whenever it wishes. Mostly the boat is oblivious to the 
ocean on which it floats and to the fact that its life is not only 
dependent upon the ocean but is heavily influenced by what 
happens in and on the ocean. Storms on the ocean and movements 
in the ocean greatly impact the boat’s ability to sail anywhere and 
even to sail at all. However, the boat does not perceive its own 
vulnerability and susceptibility to being affected in this way. 
 If we internalize this image, the small boat would be our Ego and 
the ocean would be our Unconscious. The relationship between our 
Ego and our Unconscious is the same as the relationship between 
the boat and the ocean: our Ego’s life and functioning is completely 
dependent on what goes on in our Unconscious, yet our Ego has 
virtually no awareness of this truth, even though it is vulnerable to 
and affected by the storms that arise from our Unconscious. 
 One way to think of Christianity is to see it as a description of the 
way our Ego is introduced to our Unconscious and learns to interact 
with it. This introduction is orchestrated by God and is something 
that occurs repeatedly throughout our life. This is the way God 
works out our Redemption and Salvation. That is, to the end that 
we can inhabit the life that is actually ours, our Ego learns to 
incorporate elements of our life which were either omitted from 
awareness or left behind as we grew up. 
 Our experience of this is that our life deconstructs. That is, we 
begin to question our familiar beliefs and conventions and 
conclusions, and also to examine seriously what we habitually reject 
and suppress. It is like our energy for what is familiar is withdrawn, 
and we are adrift looking for some place to anchor. This 
deconstruction is something we receive and is a time in life when 
we rest in the One who orchestrates it. In the Ordinary Time 
Following Pentecost, we remember what this time is and what it is 
like, because it is coming again, in a time we celebrate as Advent. 

[Jim Robie, 9-20-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 9:30-37) 

 Any time we encounter the figure of the Son of Man we are 
dealing with the subject of internal change, changes in the way we 
think and feel and in what we value. What we would describe as an 
internal process, would, in first century mythology, have been 
described as the arrival of a being. The Son of Man is the figure in 
first century mythology whose arrival has to do with internal 
change being initiated. 
 In this text and in last week’s text Jesus makes statements about 
the nature of this change. Last week Jesus said to his disciples…the 
Son of Man must undergo great suffering, be rejected, be killed, 
and after three days rise again. This week he says…the Son of Man 
is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three 
days after being killed he will rise again. This idea or understanding 
appears in all of the Gospels, and is repeated a number of times, 
marking it as an understanding that is central to our religion. What 
the concept of the Son of Man assumes is that substantive internal 
change is something that is done to us and not done by us. That is, 
it is not something we initiate and is not something we would 
basically choose but is more something we would receive. There 
are all kinds of changes we do initiate and choose, but the 
significant ones are brought to us. And, what these changes involve 
is what is described in the words Jesus uses. That is, these changes 
are deeply engaging and not usually (or ever) light-hearted and fun. 
 I think it is accurate to say that we, like the disciples, do not 
understand this. To our minds, internal change is something that 
we allow or not, and if we allow it then we engineer it. And we 
usually engineer it as a positive experience. But the concept of the 
Son of Man communicates that internal change is not something 
we control or manage. The statements about the Son of Man 
delineate how internal change is initiated and proceeds: 1) 
thoughts and feelings enter our awareness which are not 
compatible with our understanding of who we are; 2) these 
thoughts and feelings are scrutinized by us and evaluated in terms 
of what is appropriate for us; 3) what is considered inappropriate 
is removed from our awareness; 4) the same thoughts and feelings 

are returned to our  awareness until we are able to turn toward 
them, explore them, understand them and their value to us, and 
make use of them. 
 When we initiate our own internal change, we tend to do so in 
ways that enhance us in line with values we have already 
internalized. And, we try to be the best or greatest at whatever the 
change is. We tend not to choose any change that is not in line with 
what we already value. Using images we have discussed in the past, 
the changes God orchestrates involve the deconstruction of beliefs, 
values, and concepts we have already internalized, and this is 
something we are not likely to welcome or choose. The experience 
is like our interior world comes apart or unglued. Our interior world 
is brought together again, but not in the way we would choose or 
could imagine. 
 In order for us to participate in this transformation of our 
interior, a particular kind of mind is useful, where we are not trying 
to be the best or greatest but are more willing to be a “servant” (an 
“attendant” in Greek), one who pays attention to the slow 
unraveling of beliefs, concepts and values upon which our life has 
been based in the past, and one who then pays attention to the 
more expansive beliefs, concepts and values which are brought to 
them out of this unraveling. This would be difficult to do if we are 
seeking changes that will make us great. It would be easier to do if 
we were like a “child.” The Greek word properly refers to an infant. 
Without romanticizing on children and infants, we might say their 
minds do not yet have notions of what they should be and therefore 
are more receptive. When we are receptive as a child is receptive, 
we find we are receptive to God. 

[Jim Robie, 9-21-18, O.T. 18th after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 9:30-37] 


